
Module 19   
York University 

Ontario Universities Program in Field Biology 
 

Course Title: Canadian Shield Biodiversity 

Instructor(s): Prof. Alex Mills (Biology, York), 416 736-2100 ext 33609, ammills@yorku.ca 

Dates: Saturday August 2 (day of arrival) to Saturday August 16 (day of departure) 

Location: Wildlife Research Station (WRS), Algonquin Park, ON  [www.algonquinwrs.ca/]

Cost: $ 985. [$250 deposit to home university]  Travel to and from Algonquin Park 
(WRS) not included. Course fee includes 14 nights’ accommodation, board, field 
book, use of canoes, and all in-course travel. 

Prerequisites: BIOL 1000/1001 or equivalent 1st-yr core biology from another university. 

Enrolment: 18 students – 4 from York 

Description: Algonquin Provincial Park is world famous, covering 7600 km2 of Ontario’s 
southern Canadian Shield. It is a rugged landscape of forests, hundreds of 
lakes, and varied habitats. It is famous for camping, canoe tripping, wildlife 
viewing, and research. The WRS is a research and teaching facility on Lake 
Sasajewan with a long and successful track record and students will share the 
facility with fellow biologists engaged in diverse research projects. Students live 
in cabins, there is a washroom with showers (but a great swimming lake too!) 
and also a mess hall with a cook. A vegetarian meal plan is available. 
 
During our visit, most biting insects will be done. August nights are usually cool, 
and the summer night sky can be spectacular. The Perseid Meteor Shower 
happens during our visit. This is the time of year when wolves start howling and 
the moose antlers are reaching their peak size.  
 
The course will be divided into different modules based on different taxonomic 
groups—birds, reptiles & amphibians, trees, wildflowers, ferns, dragonflies, 
butterflies and moths, freshwater invertebrates, etc. Students will rotate among 
units, each of which will be designed to demonstrate sampling methods for these 
different groups, to learn the identity of samples from each of them, and to 
analyze their community structure. For instances, students will use mist nets for 
birds, sweep nets for dragonflies, and plant presses for non-woody plants.  
 
We will spend a great deal of time in the field, in rain and shine, including early 
morning and sometimes after dark. Students should come prepared for 
strenuous physical activity in rugged terrain. 

Evaluation:  Performance in about 7 sampling modules 7 X 10 = 70% 
o sampling 3% (i.e. 21%) 
o identification 4% (i.e. 28%) 
o submission of work 3% (i.e. 21%) 

 Quiz: 10% 
 Engagement: 10% 
 Field Journal: 10% 

 


